
By  Mart Plaxco 

 

From the perspective of 

this first time Florida 

State Rally attendee, the 

rally was a big success 

and much fun for all who 

attended. At last count, 

around 450 units were in 

attendance.  Our Unit 

had a total of eleven in-

cluding one horse back. 

They were Glenn & 

Carolyn May, Mart & 

Cari Plaxco, Lynn & 

Louise Moore, Joe & 

Susan Ramseur, George 

& Sally James, Dan & 

Maxine McIntyre, Ashel 

&Ann Ammons, John & 

Joyce Plaxco, Frank & 

Carole Grable, Dale & 

Janet Jehnzen, and Bill 

& Carolyn Rosendale. 

The only snag I heard 

about was the donuts not 

showing up on Wednes-

day morning and a sound 

problem during Wednes-

day nightôs entertain-

ment.  

 

The weather was good 

but a little warm all 

week except for rain Sat-

urday. There were three 

full days of seminars 

covering everything 

from arts and crafts, to 

trailer accessories and 

maintenance, to tips trav-

eling with your Air-

stream. The vendor area 

was full of many things 

to purchase for yourself 

and your Airstream. The 

Airstream Company was 

also there with a well-

stocked factory store in-

cluding everything from 

logo accessories and ap-

parel to mechanical 

parts. They also brought 

a gaggle of technicians 

from the Airstream ser-

v i c e 

center 

t h a t 

w a s 

s e e n 

doing 

r e -

p a i r s 

a n d 

main-

tenance on RVs through-

out the fairgrounds dur-

ing the week. The Vin-

tage Airstream group 

had an Open House. We 

had four nights of top 

notch entertainment and 

a Barbecue dinner Satur-

day night. 

 

Frank Carson, a Florida 

Unit member has taken 

over the Director duties 

for the Florida State 

Rally from Harold Kerns 

for next year. He has 

been asked if possible, to 

plan more activities for 

those who can only at-

tend for the weekend. He 

has already promised a 

weekend rate. 
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Add a new Section. 2, 

Part D and re-letter cur-

rent Parts D, E as E, F. 

The new Section 2, Part 

D would read as follows: 

ñRegular members, who 

own a motor home 

manufactured by Air-

stream and who were in 

good standing as of the 

date of this amendment, 

may purchase a Class A 

motor home manufac-

tured by the Four Winds 

International Division of 

Thor Industries, Inc., and 

retain their membership 

in WBCCI. 

Rationale: 

The acceptance of this 

amendment will allow cur-

rent WBCCI members who 

own motor homes to con-

tinue to be a part of and 

contribute to WBCCI as 

members should they 

choose or need to purchase 

another Class A motor 

home. 

 

What do you  think about 

this amendment? Let your 

leaders know. 

Hermann and Renate Pre-
issler email address is:    
ranatepreissler@aol.com 

 

Karen Abbottôs Birthday is 
the 16th of May 

 

Walter & Magali Gilbert 
162 Yacht Island Drive 
Lake Lure, NC 28746 

Martha Brookshire has a 
new email address:    
mbrookshire26@bellsouth.net 

 

Tom and Betsy James email 
is mentalrents@verizon.net   

 

Lynn and Louise Moore have 
a new email address:       
lylo5@verizon.net 

Juanita Sluder had a stroke 

Feb. 4th and was hospital-

ized. She is now at home and 

recovering. Penny is credited 

with recognizing the stroke 

and getting help. Sally James 

broke her leg while in Flor-

ida. George drove her home 

where she had surgery to 

correct. She is now home 

Rick Bell, Region 3 Second Vice President needs our input 

Directory Updates and Corrections  

tion and piece of mind. 

WBCCI  Safety Semi-

nar - Tow vehicle hitch 

receiver platforms that 

are original equipment 

from several manufactur-

ers are developing dan-

gerous cracks.  Most are 

on the side plates where 

the hitch is bolted to the 

frame and occur at or 

near the right angle 

downward bend.  If you 

cannot physically get 

down to inspect your 

hitch,  ask your unit 

safety chairman to or-

ganize an inspection at 

the next rally.   If you 

find a crack replace the 

hitch and call the Depart-

ment of Transportation 

at 1-888-DASH-2-DOT.   

Get a Vehicle Owners 

Questionnaire, fill it out 

and get a file number.  

This danger needs to be 

identified and solved be-

fore more people loose 

their trailers or kill oth-

ers when it becomes de-

tached. 

Hitch Receiver Maintenance/Safety 

bolts had cracked and 

were separated from the 

rest of the hitch receiver.  

His hitch was original 

equipment from GM, but 

it didn't take him long to 

discard that one and to 

get a thicker, stronger one 

installed.   

If your knees won't allow 

you to do a visual check 

under your truck, get 

something to lie on and 

find a more flexible 

friend at the next rally.  It 

will be worth your atten-

Page 2  Mounta in  Ca ravanner   Reg i on   3  Un i t  169  

An amendment of the 

WBCCI Constitution has 

been proposed by the 

South Florida Unit #30 at 

a meeting in Sarasota on 

February 20, 2008. 

Their proposal is to 

amend the WBCCI Con-

stitution, Article VI, Sec-

tion 2 ñQualifications of 

Membersò, as follows: 

By Fred Ettline 

We all have a tendency to 

forget something that is out 

of sight, bolts to the truck, 

and not moveable in its 

functioning.  Ernie Ward , 

WBCCI #29335, recom-

mends that we carefully 

inspect the marriage of our 

hitch receiver unit to the 

truck frame.  He was re-

cently checking his six 

bolts to see that they were 

tight (they were) when he 

noticed that two of the 

flanges held by the tight 

recovering. Bob Griswold is 

undergoing radiation treatment 

for prostate cancer. At last 

word, the prognoses is good 

for a successful treatment. 

Please let Judith Davis or  my-

self know if anyone  in our 

unit needs our prayers and 

thoughts. 

                 Mart Plaxco, 1st VP 

Sunshine Report 
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2008 Western North Carolina Unit Rally Schedule 

Trailer Brake and Breakaway Checks and Test 

Jan. 26                          Winter Luncheon                                       
Golden Corral             Hendersonville, NC               
Host: Mart Plaxco                                          

Feb. 20 25        Hawaiian Huki Like     
35th Annual Florida State Rally                                                                                          
Sarasota, FL 

April 5             Spring Luncheon                                     
Golden Corral             Hendersonville, NC 
Host: Mart Plaxco                        

April 22-26      Spring Time, Carolina Style                   
Region 3 Rally                                   
North Carolina State Fair Grounds                       
Raleigh, North Carolina 

 

May 15-18           Rally by the Lake 
Cross Country Campground               
Denver, North Carolina                      
Host: Mary Lynne Plaxco                                       

June  28ðJuly 4        51st International Rally   
Wally Byam Caravan Club                    
Bozeman, Montana 

July 24-27          Summer in the Mountains 
Vanderpool Campground                                       
Boone, North Carolina                       
Host: Joe and Susan Ramseur 

Aug. 21-24                   Smokies Baseball & 
Shopping                       Riverside RV Park          
Sevierville, Tennessee                       
Host: ?                           

Sept. 11-14             Fishing  and Relaxation       
Creekwood Farm RV Park             
Waynesville, North Carolina                
Host: George and Sally James               

Oct. 22-26                        Installation Rally 
Park Place RV Park                               
Flat Rock, North Carolina                  
Host: Sam and Judith Davis                               

Dec. 6       Christmas Luncheon                                              
The Cedars                                 
Hendersonville, NC                          
Host: ? 

Please Note; We need volunteers to Host 
the August Rally in TN and the Christmas 
Luncheon in Hendersonville, Please Help     

compass.  Position your tow 
vehicle as if you planned on 
hitching up your trailer for a 
trip. Plug in the trailer plug 
into the tow vehicle. As you 
know each wheel has a magnet 
inside the wheel cylinder 
which, when the brakes are 
applied, activates the trailer 
brake in that wheel. If you hold 
a compass near the bottom lug 
nut on the tire and have some-
one press your vehicles brake 
pedal, the compass needle 
should move. This means elec-
tricity is getting to that brake 
magnet. Repeat this step at 
each wheel. If the compass 
needle does not move, than 
that wheel brake is not working 
and needs to be repaired be-
fore you travel any distance. 

By Fred Ettline 

Spring is just around the corner 
and we will either be just getting 
our trailer ready for another sea-
son of travel or for the snow-
birds the trip back north. In ei-
ther case, one of the most im-
portant items to check are your 
trailer brakes. Are they all work-
ing and does the emergency 
breakaway switch also work, in 
the event that your trailer should 
separate from the tow vehicle? 
In both cases, you can do a 
check of each without taking out 
any tools. Even you mechanically 
challenged people can handle 
this as long as you have someone 
to step on the brake pedal for 
you. 
All you need for testing each 
wheel brake is a simple hand 

This simple test only tells you 
electricity is getting to that 
wheel magnet, it does not tell 
you if the proper amount of 
amperage is getting to that tire. 
To determine that it is neces-
sary to use more than a com-
pass. For most of us, it means 
getting someone who has the 
knowledge and the necessary 
tools to test the entire brake 
system. That should be done at 
least every 10,000 miles or 
once every two years.  

The second item to check at 
the beginning of the towing 
season is your emergency 
breakaway switch. To do this 
test, the trailer must be hooked 
to the tow vehicle. DO NOT 
HOWEVER HAVE YOUR 
TRAILER PLUGGED INTO 
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Jim Hallman             3/1 

Nicholas Mimken            3/2  

Anne Ammons           3/12 

Joyce Plaxco           3/18  

Alex Bernhardt           3/24 

Cathy Gustafson           3/25 

Polly Warren           3/28 

Cari Plaxco           3/30 

Walt Beaumont               4/15 

Ron Gustafson               4/23 

Jennifer Banks                4/26 

Alice Robinson               5/9 

Dale Jehnzen                  5/13 

Jack Arndt                      5/14 

Karen Abbott                 5/16 

Jake Plaxco                     5/24 

Juanita Sluder                 5/29    

 

Don & Jean Ernst           3/15 

George & Sally James      3/17 

Jim & Lola Hallman         5/20 

Bill & Carolyn Rosendale 5/20 

  

THE TOW VEHICLE. Next, 
pull out the pin that is inserted 
in the breakaway switch. It is 
attached to the wire cable that 
you hook to the tow vehicle 
when hooking up each time 
you travel. Have a person try 
towing the trailer very slowly; 
while you watch the tires to 
see if they lock up (do not 
turn). If all the tires appear to 
be locked up, the switch is 
working correctly. If the tires 
turn without locking up, the 
switch needs to be replaced. 
The reason you do not want 
your brakes to be plugged into 
the tow vehicle is that when 
the emergency breakaway 
switch works it will cause a 
feed back in the electrical sys-
tem, which will damage the 
modern brake controller sys-
tems electronics.  
Submitted by Don Bates, 
WBCCI # 8314 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries  
 



Rally by the Lake 

                              Cross Country Campground,  Denver, NC 

                                                    May 15th ï 18th  

                     Hosted by: Sam & Judith Davis and Mary Lynne Plaxco 

 

Tentative Agenda 

Thursday May 15th 

4:00 PM  Social Hour in the building 

5:00 PM  Caravan to Juliaôs Talley House for dinner served family style      (no credit cards accepted) 

Friday May 16th 

8:30 AM  Caravan to Staceyôs Restaurant for breakfast     (limited parking) 

1:00 PM  Possible Tours 

1. Marshall Steam Station,  A Duke Energy Coal Fired Power Generating Plant 

2. Downtown Mooresville to Cotton Ketchieôs Landmark Gallery - local artist w/similar style to Bob Timberlake 

4:00 PM  Social Hour in building 

5:30 PM  Pot Luck Dinner or Seafood at Captainôs Cap 

Saturday May 17th 

9:00 AM  Registration in building 

9:30 AM  Board Meeting in building 

10:00 AM Business Meeting in building 

1:00 PM  Caravan to Plaxco lakefront home for social time, boat rides, etc. (bring swimsuits, towels, and chairs) 

5:30 PM  Dinner provided at Plaxcoôs 

Sunday May 18th  

8:00 AM  Continental Breakfast 

9:00 AM  Morning Worship Service 

ððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððððð- 

Reservations need to be made with Cross Country Campground (1-800-852-4840) no later than May 1st.  A block of sites 

has been reserved for the Western Unit Airstream Club, which will be released after that date.  You may arrive early if you 

desire. Cancellations can be made up to 72 hrs before scheduled arrival. 

See future newsletters for directions and Camping fees 

 

 Area Hotels (contact Mary Lynne for questions) 

 Lincolnton - approx. 15 miles from Rally site, but easier traffic and better price than Mooresville 

  Comfort Inn: 704-732-0011 

  Days Inn: 704-735-8271 

 Mooresville - approx. 10.5 miles from Rally site 

  Days Inn:  704-664-6100 

  Holiday Inn:  704-662-6900 

  Hampton Inn:  704-660-7700 

 

Please contact Mart & Carolyn at jmplaxco@bellsouth.net or 704-483-4859   

 or Mary Lynne at mlplaxco@bellsouth.net or 704-661-0683 if you plan to attend. 


